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Mission 

 

Guided by the Jewish values of Tikkun Olam (repairing the world) and Tzedakah (righteous 

giving), the mission and purpose of The Jewish Federation of Raleigh-Cary are to mobilize 

human and financial resources to support and strengthen our local and regional Jewish 

community and to meet the shared obligations of our local community to Israel and international 

Jewry.  Seeking to strengthen Jewish identity, the Federation serves as the facilitating force that 

connects generations, congregations and the unaffiliated alike.  

 

 Impact 

Through its divisions, Jewish Family Services, Jewish Community Center, Jewish Community 

Relations Council, and Jewish Community Foundation, the Federation provides needed services 

and resources to our local Jewish community, many of which are not offered by other Jewish 

organizations, including (i) professional counseling and other critical services to families in need, 

(ii) athletic, educational and cultural programming for youth, adults and seniors throughout our 

entire community, (iii) advocacy and advancement of Jewish interests, both inside and outside 

the Jewish community, and (iv) legacy gifts to build a strong Jewish community in generations to 

come.  The Federation supports regional Jewish concerns through direct allocations to 

worthwhile agencies and causes.  Support of Israel and international Jewry is accomplished 

through the work of The Jewish Federations of North America and through our special 

relationship with our Israeli sister city, Hadera. 
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Dear Raleigh-Cary Jewish Community, 

Organizations have their own cycles and rhythms, and over the last year the Jewish Federation of Raleigh-

Cary has gone through its own cycle of change and renewal.  With great excitement, and no small amount of 

pride, weôre happy to present the 2009 Annual Report and a 2010 budget and campaign update.   

The renewal of our Federation is based on key principles that weôve heard time and again from our 

community:  

Transparency: All individuals, whether those actively involved or only occasional participants, should know 

how their dollars are being spent. The Annual Report details local programs and activities, from Kesher, the 

young future leaders of our community, to the full range of JCC and JFS programs and services.  These 

include The Florence Melton Adult Mini -School, with 150 people attending classes in 2009 and Summer 

camp, with 270 kids attending Camp JCC.  Also in 2009, JFS provided critical help to families in need in our 

community, including clinical services to over 40 individuals, while dozens of other people received essential 

financial and other support, as detailed in the report.  

The report also outlines Federation support of international programs, which others in our community have 

supplemented in recent years.   Our intent is to do better and more in 2010.  For example, our mission 

statement reflects our special relationship with our Israeli sister city, Hadera.  

Clarity: The report includes charts for 2009 and 2010 along with answers to Frequently Asked Questions 

(FAQs) that clearly define how dollars have and will be spent.    

Certainty: Our fundraising goal is $565,000.  If the community exceeds this goal, incremental dollars will 

provide greater ability to expand our programming, better serve our community and fund Israel and other 

external needs.   Should we fall short, we have a plan to reduce costs while not totally eliminating our 

commitments to Israel and other agencies ñoutsideò of our local community.  In making these plans, weôve 

sought to provide a level of certainty to our community that was not there in the past.   

Communications and Building Community:  We are working hard toward improving the Federationôs 

communications and marketing. One project successfully completed is our outstanding new Community 

Directory which will enable more effective interaction throughout our community.  It is our desire that our 

programs be relevant, inspire participation, and geared toward building Jewish Community. 

We hope you will take a few minutes to read about the results of your Jewish Federation of Raleigh-Cary in 

2009, and share in our feeling of accomplishment.  But more needs to be done.  The seeds planted in the 

spring can only blossom and grow with the support of the entire community. If you are relatively new to the 

community, we want your help and need your views. If you are a long-time participant who has been 

disappointed in the past, we hope this report will represent a chance to turn the page. Finally, for all those 

who regularly participate and provide support, thank you. And for everyone, please know that your lay leaders 

and professional staff are dedicated to working with you to make the Federation better each and every day.  

 Bôshalom, 

Mark Goldhaber                                                                                                                                              

Doug Kahn                                                                                                                                                                  

JFRC Co-presidents                                                                                                               
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Chevrei, 

I believe in a strong Federation for Jewish communities like ours.  Yes we have strong, vibrant 

synagogues, as it should be.  Yes we have secular, social and recreational services throughout the 

cities and towns in Wake County.  And yes, we have many places to philanthropically donate our 

precious resources of time and money.   None of that negates the need for a strong Jewish 

Federation of Raleigh-Cary. 

Hillel said, ñIf I am not for myself, who will be for me?  But if I am only for myself, who am I? 

If not now, when?ò 

ñIf I am not for myselféò means us, all of us in the Jewish community, providing for each other.  

Without each other, there is no Jewish Federation of Raleigh-Cary, no organization that 

pluralistically and cross-congregationally provides for the common needs, affiliated or not.  

Without the Federation, there is no Jewish Family Services to provide necessary counseling or 

help with food, rent and utilities for Jews in need or case management for Jewish seniors.  

Without the Federation, there is no Jewish Community Center to bring us together to socialize 

and play, no camp where over 260 Jewish children each summer say the Motzi instead of Grace, 

no Melton where adults of all congregations (and no congregation) can explore and learn 

together, and no athletics and aquatics where our children can play in comfortable surroundings 

among their Jewish friends.  Without the Federation, there is no Jewish Community Relations 

Council to advocate for our children with the Wake County Public School System or to advocate 

for Israel in a balanced way with our non-Jewish friends and neighbors.  Without the Jewish 

Federation of Raleigh-Cary, we are not doing all we can to be ñfor ourselvesò. 

ñ..if I am only for myself...ò means that we can not abandon our obligations to identify and serve 

Jews in need outside of our own community.  The Jewish Federation of Raleigh-Cary can be, 

should be, in the forefront of our community in identifying needs and coordinating services for 

Jews in Israel and around the world.  We do not need to do it all, but neither can we stand idly by 

nor relegate our responsibilities to the back burner because we have so many pressing needs at 

home.  

ñ If not now, when?ò  Now, not later.  Now, not after someone else does it.  Now, not when 

times get better.  Now.  Together. 

That is what Federation is.  That is why Federation is critical. 

Chazak vôamatz, 

Barry Schwartz                                                                                                                                                              

JFRC Director of Operations                                                                                                               
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Local Impact of Federation 

ñThrough its divisions, Jewish Family Services, Jewish Community Center, Jewish Community 

Relations Council, and Jewish Community Foundation, the Federation provides needed services 

and resources to our local Jewish community, many of which are not offered by other Jewish 

organizations, including (i) professional counseling and other critical services to families in need, 

(ii) athletic, educational and cultural programming for youth, adults and seniors throughout our 

entire community, (iii) advocacy and advancement of Jewish interests, both inside and outside 

the Jewish community, and (iv) legacy gifts to build a strong Jewish community in generations to 

come.ò            

Excerpt from the Mission Statement of The Jewish Federation of Raleigh-Cary 

 

Jewish Family Services (JFS) is the division of the Jewish Federation of 

Raleigh-Cary that identifies, reaches out to and supports individuals and 

families in the community who are in need.  We learn of these individuals 

and families when they contact us directly or are referred from 

congregational sources, social services agencies or members of the 

community. Our staff conducts an initial assessment of each referral and 

determines what interventions, if any, are appropriate. Services are 

provided by JFS staff and/or community agencies and practitioners.  

In 2009: 

¶ Clinical Services: Our social workers provided individual and family counseling, case 

management and support group facilitation for 42 community members in areas that included 

employment, anxiety/depression, domestic violence/abuse and rescue, eating disorders, 

addiction, grief/loss, marital conflicts, parenting, sleep disorders and adjustment issues. 

¶ Senior Services: We offered programs in geriatric care management, relocation and 

transportation assistance to 22 community members.  

¶ Financial Assistance: We offered financial assistance in the form of grants to 14 community 

members for subsistence needs including groceries, clothing, furniture and utilities. 

¶ Educational Scholarship and Loan Aid: We processed two new applications to the Sophie 

Einstein Fund of the JFRC Community Foundation and provided loans for higher education             

to 8 individuals. Collaborating with the Jewish Educational Loan Fund (JELF), we assisted             

7 applicants, 6 of whom received loans.  

¶ Holiday support: We coordinated the collection and distribution of Chanukah gifts for children 

of 7 families in our community.  Additionally, 15 families and residents of 2 seniorsô 

communities received food/gift baskets during Pesach. 

¶ Volunteer Activities:  Under the ñBôyachadò program, volunteers provide Shabbat services to 50 

residents in senior retirement communities and provide friendly visiting, telephone 

reassurance, transportation and assistance with donations and administrative tasks.  
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Á The mission of the Jewish Community Center is to create the environment of a Jewish 

neighborhood where Jews of all ages, affiliations, and beliefs can enhance the quality of 

their lives through educational, recreational and social experiences. Our purpose is to 

ensure Jewish continuity by strengthening Jewish identity, promoting Jewish values and 

reinforcing our common Jewish heritage.  Whether you're just starting a family, recently 

moved to the area or are looking to become more connected to the local Jewish 

community, the JCC is the perfect place to build meaningful connections with your 

neighbors.  

 

ñWe came wanting to learn, we left wanting to learn more.ò Since 2001, the 

JCCôs Melton Adult Mini-School has helped Jewish adults to a greater 

understanding of their history, customs, beliefs and traditions.  In 2009 over 

150 adults in our community participated in undergraduate, graduate and 

scholars classes. 

Over 270 community members participated in JCC Adults, Seniors & 

singles programs in 2009.  Between luncheons, film screenings, outdoor 

activities, engaging speakers and a multitude of clubs, adult programming at 

the JCC offers something for everyone. 

The JCC offers year-round sports leagues for children and adults.  With an 

emphasis on teamwork, we encourage our players to be great sportsmen (and 

women) as well as great athletes!  In 2009 226 of our communityôs 

children participated in swim team, soccer & flag football and 70 adults 

participated in soccer, basketball, softball and yoga! 

Every summer, Jewish teens from across the world attend the JCC Maccabi 

Games and JCC ArtsFest.  Whether you're an athlete or an artist, this is a 

wonderful opportunity to create lasting memories with your US and 

international peers.  Lifelong friendships have been made at Maccabi and 26 

of our teens took part in 2009! 

Want to keep in touch with your friends from summer camp?  Looking to get 

involved in a local Jewish Youth movement?  Come learn about all the ways 

the JCC helps you get together and have fun.  In 2009, Teacher 

Workday/Holiday camps, After School Care, BBYO, Jewish Community 

Kids Club (JCKC), Kids Nite Out, FunDay Sunday, and more provided 

social and informal Judaic programming for over 125 of the Raleigh-Cary 

Jewish communityôs future leaders! 

 

In 2009, 262 children in our community attended Camp JCC!  They sang, 

danced, created, laughed, learned, boated, played, swam, climbed, prayed, 

hiked, fished and more, surrounded by Jewish friends where Shabbat was 

celebrated, Hebrew was used everyday and connection to Israel was all part 

of the fun. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

  
  

  

Camp JCC 2010 

 

  

 

  

 

 

Thousands in our community celebrated at events coordinated by the JCC, 

many times in partnership with synagogues and other Jewish organizations. 

Whether at the Triangle Jewish Film Festival, Purim, Yom HaAtzmaôut, 

Chanukah, Supper in the Sukkah, Grape Expectations, Casino Night or the 

Simcha Showcase, the JCC brought the Jewish Community together in 2009! 

http://www.shalomraleigh.org/page.aspx?id=209804
http://www.shalomraleigh.org/page.aspx?id=209894
http://www.shalomraleigh.org/page.aspx?id=193358
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JCRC builds bridges through the advocacy and advancement of Jewish interests, both inside 

and outside of the Jewish community.  In 2009 approximately 350 community members 

participated in JCRC programs ranging from the Martin Luther King Day of Service at the 

Interfaith Food Shuttle to the Triangle Rally for Israel to programs featuring Jonathan Davis 

of IDC-Herzliyah at Beth Meyer Synagogue, a session on Israel Advocacy/College 

Preparation at Temple Beth Or and  Israeli Commentator Gil Tamary at Beth Shalom. 

 

JCRC offers programs in: 

¶ Israel Advocacy and Education - Maintaining strong support for Israelôs security and prosperity through 

ongoing programming, information and intervention. 

 

¶ Public School Dialogue - Working with administrators, faculty and parents to ensure awareness of and 

sensitivity to such issues as Jewish history and identity, discrimination and religious holidays and practice. 

 

¶ Government Affairs - Communicating with public officials through private meetings and public forums. 

Taking action on public policy issues and exploring funding opportunities in concert with other Jewish 

communities and organizations. 

 

¶ Holocaust Education - Programming to enhance understanding of the Holocaust and its contemporary 

relevance to genocide. 

 

¶ Social Action/Community Service - Cooperating with religious, civic and charitable organizations in the spirit 

of Tikkun Olam to improve the quality of life in Wake County and surrounding areas. 
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Jewish Community Foundation (JCF) was established to encourage legacy giving 

which would be separate from the annual campaign and invested for the future to 

build a strong Jewish community in generations to come. 

 

 

Foundation assets are held in various funds, some of which serve 

specific purposes selected by the donors and some of which can be 

used for a large variety of community activities.  

The largest number of Foundation funds are donor advised, meaning that the Federation Board can 

use the funds for support of the Federation and its many beneficiary agencies and institutions, after 

soliciting the advice of the donor or donor's family.  

The Foundation pools its resources with similar agencies such as the Greensboro Community 

Foundation and uses the services of an investment advisor to maximize return. Decisions are then 

made by the Federation Board with the advice of the Foundation Committee.  

 

It is the hope of the Federation Board that contributions to the Foundation, along with investment 

earnings, will insure continuity of existing programs and services, as well as encourage new ways of 

enhancing Jewish life in the community. 

 

Triangle Kesher, co-sponsored by the Jewish Federation of Raleigh-Cary, is 

dedicated to involving Jewish adults ages 22-45 in a broad range of educational, 

social, cultural and philanthropic activities, as well as leadership development and 

social action opportunities. 

           

           

   

Kesher provides diverse and exciting programming for graduate 

students,  young professionals, singles, young couples and young 

families throughout the Triangle Area.   

 

These  programs are a means to enhance commitment and connection to the Jewish community, as 

well as the Federation and its mission, based on the core Jewish values of gemilut chasadim (acts 

of loving kindness), tzedakah and tikkun olam (repairing the world). 
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Global Impact of Federation                                      

The Jewish Federations of North America supports a wide variety of philanthropic activities in Israel and around 

the world.  In 2009, about 5% of The Jewish Federation of Raleigh-Caryôs net campaign dollars were allocated to 
the Jewish Federations of North America.  

Those dollars helped fund: 

 Since 1929, the Jewish Agency for Israel has been partnering with world Jewry to 

strengthen the people and State of Israel. This global Jewish partnership has enabled 

Jewish Agency programs, which are focused on three primary realms of activity: 

facilitating the aliyah and integration of Jews in their ancestral homeland, connecting the 

next generation of Jews to Israel and their heritage through Israel-based educational 

initiatives, and shaping an Israeli society of opportunity and development by confronting 

the challenges in Israelôs social and geographic periphery. 

 Founded in 1914 on behalf of North Americaôs Jewish communities, JDC is a non-

political humanitarian aid organization that gives global expression to the principle that all 

Jews are responsible for one another. Working today in over 70 countries, JDC rescues 

Jews in danger, provides relief to those in distress, supports the renewal of self-sustaining 

Jewish community life and helps Israel overcome the social challenges of its most 

vulnerable citizens. 

The Ethiopian National Project (ENP) is a unique initiative that unites organizations 

assisting the Ethiopian-Israeli community, in full partnership with the Ethiopian 

community itself. ENP is a partnership between the Jewish Federations of North America 

(JFNA), the Government of Israel, representatives of Ethiopian Jewish Community 

Organizations, the Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI), the American Jewish Joint 

Distribution Committee in Israel (JDC-Israel) and Keren Hayesod-UIA. ENP is steadily 

bettering the future of the Ethiopian-Israeli community and preventing the formation of a 

black underclass through its unique and proven-effective work with Ethiopian-Israeli 

teenagers, parents and leaders. 

 World ORT's mission is to work for the advancement of Jewish and other people through 

training and education; to provide communities, wherever they are, with the skills and 

knowledge necessary to cope with the complexities and uncertainties of their 

environment; to foster economic self-sufficiency, mobility and a sense of identity through 

use of state-of-the-art technology. Through International Cooperation programs, ORT 

supports non-sectarian economic and social development in under-developed parts of the 

world, with vocational training and the provision of technical assistance. 

Taglit-Birthright Israel provides the gift of first time, peer group, educational trips to 

Israel for Jewish young adults ages 18 to 26. Taglit-Birthright Israel's founders created 

this program to send thousands of young Jewish adults from all over the world to Israel as 
a gift in order to diminish the growing division between Israel and Jewish communities 

around the world; to strengthen the sense of solidarity among world Jewry; and to 

strengthen participants' personal Jewish identity and connection to the Jewish people.  

 

The Israel Trauma Coalition was initiated in 2002 by the UJA Federation of New York in 

order to create coordination between a wide variety of trauma related interventions.  The intent 

was to avoid duplication of services, inefficient use of resources and gaps in appropriate 

response. The ITC ensures not only a comprehensive view of needs but the delivery of 

services in a timely fashion.  The organization is involved in direct care, training and 

supervision, and creating responses and preparedness at both the municipal and national 

levels. No organization can do this alone; it takes a Coalition. 

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

    

  
  

  

Camp JCC 2010 
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Dear Jewish Community, 

 
The Jewish Federation of Raleigh-Cary is in the midst of its 2010 Community Annual Campaign. The 

Federation has recently undergone restructuring, and we see this as an exciting new beginning. This 

excitement is reflected in the name weôve given our Community Campaign: the Tikvah (ñhopeò in Hebrew) 

Campaign.  

A significant change from past yearsô campaigns is the outreach effort that is part of the Tikvah Campaign. 

The Tikvah Campaign chairs have sought out members of the area synagogues and temples, young leadership, 

volunteer committees, and unaffiliated to serve on our Tikvah Team. While we are pleased with and honored 

by the group of individuals willing to support the campaign, we want to stress that anyone is invited to be a 

part of the team. This is a campaign that we, as Jewish Community, are all responsible for.  Please contact us 

and we will be thrilled to speak with you about your interests. Together we can build a Jewish Community 

that we are all proud of!  

Another change is the transparency that those of us involved with the Tikvah Campaign feel is critical to 

the Federationôs revitalization. We ï the Tikvah Campaign chairs, Federation board members, and Federation 

Director of Operations, Barry Schwartz ï are putting together a detailed breakdown of how the Federation 

will allocate funds raised, beginning with our basic operations and maintenance of our critical divisions 

(Jewish Community Center, Jewish Family Services, Jewish Community Relations Council, and Jewish 

Community Foundation), and extending to support the wide variety of initiatives that our community 

members care about, such as assisting with social services for our brothers and sisters in Israel and around the 

world, scholarships for camps, education programs and missions to Israel, grants to national agencies such as 

Hillel, the Holocaust Museum, the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society and many others.  

At a kickoff parlor meeting for the campaign, Federation Co-president Doug Kahn announced a Tikvah 

Challenge to the community, through which several benefactors have stated a willingness to double their 

major gifts, if the campaign is able to generate an increase of 25% over last yearôs total. But we hope and 

need to do even better, and are asking for your commitment to support the Community Tikvah Campaign for 

bringing HOPE to those who need it now more than ever, and building a strong Jewish Community in our 

own corner of the world.  

There are a number of Tikvah Campaign efforts ongoing.   Please contact any of the Tikvah Campaign 

chairs, or our professionals, Jody Weisberg or Mel Bernay at the Federation offices, for more information. 

This year the Jewish Community of Raleigh-Cary is ready to stand up tall! 

 

With Tikvah for the Future,    

Denise Carson                                                                                                                                               

Phyllis Kritz                                                                                                                                                         

Rob Hubal  

2010 Tikvah Community Campaign Co-chairs 
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